
Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 16 January 1954, page 8

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58095169

FLYING SAUCERS
IN THE SA AIR
By FRANKSHAW,The Mail

Aviationcorrespondent

SOUTHAustralian reportsof flying
saucers,previously rarities,have

More than a dozen

reportshave been
made eitherofficially

to
authorities,

or un-
officiallyto news-
papersin Adelaide,

in the pastweekor
so.

Why?
Has this State suddenly

become the target
for interplanetary
reconnaissancepatrols now
that uraniumhas been
discoveredwithin 30
miles of Adelaide?

Or is the current crop
of sightingsa sampleof
the mass hysteriaand
collectiveillusionwhich
has swept Americasince
1947?

In Adelaide, an expert
committeesponsoredby
The News and The Mail
has been formedto give
careful consideration to

flying saucer reports.

Eminent scientistsand
authorities in the fields
of flyingand meteorology

will try to definewhat
the objectswere that
peoplehave seen.

Readersare invitedto
send detailedreportsof
strange phenomenathey
may see to The Newsor
The Mail for considera-

tion by the committee.

To supportthe uranium
argumentthere is the
fact that the reportshave

startedto snowballhere
only sinceJanuary1, and
the Myponga discovery
was announcedon De-
cember31.
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To supportthe illusion

theoryis the circum-

stance that the reports

were apparentlytriggered
off by a seriesof reports

in Melbourne,including

that of ANA pilotand
veteran flier Captain
Doug Barker.

The Adelaide reports
this year have included:

- January8: Mr. C. C.
Vonow, Ormonde avenue,
Colonel Light Gardens,
saw a parachute-shaped

object glowing brightly
and moving slowly
southwards

as he and a
companionwere driving
down Waymouthstreet,
about9 p.m.
- January 8: Messrs. J.

J. Fergusonand A. F.
Buddle, at Kalangadoo,

saw a brightobjectin
the north-eastsky about
9.30p.m.
- January 9: Mr. and

Mrs. W. J. Hornby,of
Port road, Hindmarsh,

at 10.49p.m. saw a
crescent-shapedobject,
orangein color,flash
from west to east,and
10 minuteslater return
from east to west across

the northernsky.
- January 9: Capt.W.

Booth and First Officer
Furness,flyinga Guinea
Airways DC3 from
Broken Hill to Adelaide

at 6.25 p.m. reporteda
strangeobjectin the sky
15 milesnorthof Morgan.

No other aircraftwere
listedin thatareaat the
time,but this object
appearedto dart back and
forthacrosstheirline of
flight.

- January 9: Mr. and
Mrs. D. M. Scherek,of
Seaview road, Kirkcaldy,

saw a bright,planet-like

object, hovering and
moving verticallyand
sidewaysfor 45 minutes

from 2.30 a.m. about15
degreesabove the western
horizon.

- January12: Two
people,a womanat Moorook

and a man at Burra
saw an objectstreaking

along north-westover the
river districtsleavinga
trail of white smoke.
Time,10 a.m. and bril-
liant sunlight.

- January14: Mr. C.
W. Huxtable,fire brigade
officer,of Mallala,saw a
shiny,silverobjectat
11.25 a.m. It moved
horizontallyat first and
then shot up at high
speed and disappeared.

- January 14: Mr. C.
D. Dallow,of Ferryden

Park, saw a banana-

shapedobjectbrightlylit
movingat high speed
from the directionof the
hillsaboveMagillout to
sea at 11.55p.m.

Unexplained
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A numberof thesere-
ports were quicklycleared

up.

The planetJupiter, low
on the horizon,dispelled

doubtaboutsome,and a
high-flyingVampire jet
fighterleavinga vapor
trail accountedfor an
other.

But . . . was there
somethingmore than imagination

in the unexplained

reports.
Do they fall into the

one reportin 10 class
which science,aviation
authorities,and qualified
observersare unable to
explain?
And remember there is

a mountingfile of
reportsin the US, Britain,

and other countrieswhich
are as bafflingnow as on
the day when they were
reported.

Those interestedin
flyingsaucersappearto fall
into two categories, the
believersand disbelievers,

both activelypartisan.

The believers followthe
line taken by such
authorsas GeorgeAdamski
and Desmond Leslie,
who book "FlyingSaucers

Have Landed"is a
currentbest - sellerin
America.
The book is a firsthand

accountof a supposed

landingof a spacecraft
from Venus, and Adam-
ski claimshe talkedin

sign languagewith an
occupantwho stepped
from the strangecraft.
Leslie'scontribution to

the bookis a bittertirade

againstProf. Donald H.
Menzel,professorof as-
trophysicsat Harvard
University,

US. who is a
leadingmemberof the
disbelievers.

Menzel's book, "Flying
Saucers,"publishedlast
year,sets most of the
saucerreportsunder the
followingheadings:
Opticalillusions.

Meteors.

Planets and stars
distortedby atmospheric

conditions.

Cobwebsblowingfree.
Red corpusclesinside

the eyes.

Weather balloons.

Air layerscausing

refractionof car
headlights,

the sun or moon.

Menzelof course, can-
not explainevery report.

Some have only sketchy
detailsand thereis dis-
parityin differentreports

of the same objects.

But, he believes,along
with men like the As-
tronomerRoyal, Sir
HaroldJones;US Air
Force Chief,Gen. Hoyt
Vandenburg;and CSIRO
radiophysics

chief,Dr. D.
F. Martyn, that even
those reports which can-
not be explainedat the
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moment will eventually

be foundto have an ex-
planationthat is neither
supernaturalnor sinister.

In the meantime,there
is conjecturethat secret
weapons being testedare
responsible for a per-
centageof the reports.

This is quite within
reason.

Someof the earlyre-
ports from South Aus-
traliaare now known to

be associatedwith flight
trialsof pilotlessguided
aircraftlike the Jindivik

at Woomera.

Radar controlled,the

Jindivik,or any other
pilotlessmachine,can be
subjectedto extreme
changesof courseand
flight that would
normallybe impossiblein
manned aircraft because
of blacking-outeffectson
the crew.

And if similarsecret
trialswere being con-
ductedtoday with other,
newer, and unusually

shaped aircraft,there
wouldbe everyreasonfor
the factto be kept secret.

The fact that Woomera

is a longway fromMel-
bourne,wherea floodof
saucer reports has stalled

in recentweeks,has little

bearingon the subject
when it is realisedthat

the RAAP has a super-

test airport at Avalon,

near Geelong.

Is the discoveryot

uraniumat Myponga

linkedwith the many
reportshere now of

flying saucers?



Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 16 January 1954, page 8 (5)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58095169

Are South Australians,

gazing excitedly

at the skies,

becomingvictimsot
mass hysteriaand
collective illusion?


